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Tho Permanent Mission of Brazil Lo the United Nations Oflice and other
International Organizations in Geneva presenls its compliments to the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights — Special Procedures Branch — and, with
reference to verbal note Al BRA 6/2016, dated September 19t 2016, has the honor (o
submit (see atlachod) 4 reply Lo « joinl communicalion senl by the Special Rapporteurs
on the siluation of human rights delonders, on extrajudicial, summary and arbitrary

“executions, on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and

expression, on the rights to freedom of peacelul assembly and association, on the rights -

of indipenions persons, and on violenee agalns! wotnen, its causes and consequences.

Geneva, February 21%, 2017

Ta the Oftice of the High Commissioner for Homan Rights

Palais Wilson

52 Rue des Paquis
CH-1201 Gendve, Sulsse
'l'alafax : 022 917 ‘?006
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FEDERATIVE REPUBLIC OF BRAZIL

" RESPONSE T0 THE JOINT COMMUNICATION AL BRA 6/2016,

SEPTEMBER 197 2016

The Bravilian govermuent presents its complifnents to the Special Raﬁport&urs
on the situation of human rights defendets, Mr. Michel Forst, on exltajudicial, summary
and arbitrary executions, Ms. Agnes Callamard, on the promotlon and protection of the
tight to freedom of opinion and expression, Mr. David Kaye, on the vights to freedom of
peacoful nssembly and association, Mr. Maina Kial, on the righis of indigenous persons,

Ms, Victoria Tauli Corpuz, and on violence agwinst women, its causcs -and

. conscquonces, Ms, Dubravka Simonovic and, with reference to the joint communication
AJ, BRA 6/2016, dated 19 September 2016, would fike {o provide the following

clarifications.




ON THE NATIKONAT PROGRAM FOR T PROTECTION OfF | IUMAN RIGHTS
DEFENITERS '

2. The National Policy for the Protection of Tuman Rights Defenders (PNPFDDH), -

established by Dccrcc‘6.0441’200?', and the Natjonal Program for the Protection of
Tuman Rights Defenders (PPIDHE), pursiant to Deeres 8,724/2016, aim at protecling
any pereon against threals arising from their activities in delense or for the promotion
and protection of human rights, The PPDDH scts a fiamework [or coordinating

delfvitics amonp different hodies and branches of power, at (he national and local levels,

fo profect human rights defonders, to address the voul cauges that place human rights
defenders al risk and to hoid fo account those responsible for violations or abusss

against them,

4, ‘The coordination of the PPDDH is under the primary responsibility of the
Spocial Scoretariat for Human Riphts (SHDI) of the Ministry of Juslice and
Citizenship, Special arrangements were set up between the SIDIL and the governments
of seven mombor states of the faderadion - they arc the States of Minas Gerals, Jispirito
Sanlo, Ceara, Pernambuce, Bahia, Rio Grande do Sul and Rio de Janeiro, ‘The silualion
of human rights defenders in the rest of the counlry, who present ot-on whose behalf &
request is presented for their protection, have their allegations reeeived and analyzed by
the federal team of PUDDH, under the auspices of the SEDH.

4, Currently, 402 humatn righis defenders are protecicd by the FPDDI. Around
© 500 other cases are also under analysis, TTuman rights defenders who sland up for the
equitable access to land and other nalural fesources or who Gght against their illicl
cxploftation are among (hosc more frequently exposed to risks and threats arisiog from
their activities. Based on the data collected by the PPDDI, 116 human rights defenders
under profeetion woik on the right (o land, 113 are involved In actlvities related io the
tights of indigenous peoples, 61 stand up for the proleetlon of the rights of members of
Afro-ryral communitics (also known in Braaﬂ as “gquilombos”) and 37 act on
envlronmcnhl tssues.

‘i 'The 'TP'DDH is based on the premise thal the J}rﬂiiliam stale bears a positive

obligation 1o protect humen righls defenders. The allegalions confained in juind
communication AT, BRA 62016 were duly reported (o the SEDLE and fo the national

goordination of the PPDDH, wheve they have ignited requests and inquiries in different
~ bodics and branches of power, al the foderal and state level, to cover the whulc range of
- ases brought to the atfention of povemiment,

- 6. It vicw of the number and complexity of the allcgations contained in the foint
~ communication, the preseat response will caver only a limited number of tham. Bfforts

are underway Lo clacty other elements not yei addressed,




MR, ANTONIO DI MIRANDA

7. The PEDDIL reesived information sbout the situation of Mr. Anionlo de
Miranda, for the first time, on April 6™ 2015, Based on a preliminary assessment
conducted by the federal coordination of the PPDDH, it requested further information
from the Offlec of the National Agrarian Ombudsman, the Office of the Federal Public
Prosecutor, the National Tustitule for Colonization and Agrarian Reform and, in the
State of Parans, the Scorotarial for Public Sceurity and the Cieneral Command of th
Military Police.

8. Bascd on (he Information reecived, the PPN asked the General Command of
the Military Police jn the State of Parana to implement proteclive measurcs on behalf of
M, Miranda, including his ostensive protection by police offteers and the realization of
police pairols in his vieinity, combined with undertaking a risk assessment and
investigating theeats faced by him,

9..  The PPDDH also requested the Oftice of the Mational Agrarian Ombulsman o

- provide updates on any measures aiming lo adjudicate, on behalf of the community of
which Mr. Miratda is a leader, the litle of the land they claim to be theirs. Furlher o
that, PPDDH offered Ita support for Mr, Miranda to hold meetings with the Natlonal
Commission against Violence In Rural Arcas, in order to ralse visibility and to prevent
the siluation from deteriorating, ' .

10, 'The PPDDIT scheduled an appointment with Mr, Antonio de Mivanda on August
13% 2015, while Le was expected to visit Brasilia. However, onc day before, Mr.
Miranda had to cancel hix visit. TTe also declined the offer of a new appointment, also to
take place I Beasilia. Though it has not boen possible for the PPDDIT to consull with
Mr. Antonjo de Miranda in person, his vage is heing monitoted by the PEDDH and the
governmental bodies in charge of implementing profoetive measures and of addressing -
the rool causes of the threals. '

MR, CLODIELDO DB SOUZA
GUARANI-KAIQWA INDIGENOUS 'EQPLE

11, Some feaders of the Guarani-Kayowa indigenous people living in the State of
Malo Grosso de Sul ate being protected by the PPN, which monitors ther siteation
and coordinates the activities of several bodies, both al the national and local levels, in
charge of ansuving access to justice and providing sccurity and protection to the
metrbers of those indipenous communltics and their leadens, fl‘hat nolwithsianding, (he
PPDDH had not received any specific requests relaled (o the situation of Mr. Cledicldo




de Souga, & Cuarani-Rayowa leader, prior to his death, which plavanted the adoption of
speoitic measures aiming al his protection.

MR. GENESIO GUATAJARA AND MR. 15ATAS GUAJATARA
GUAJAJARA INDIGENOUS PEQPLE |

12, “Yhe YPIIDIY leamed about the deaths of Mr. Genésio Ciuaajara and Mr, lsajas

u wuaj-uara while momtmmg the case of another leader from the Guajajata people -
Mlives in the Araribdia indigenous land, located in

the E:Idlb of Md]dl‘lhdﬂ Nu mf‘m mation had been provided to the PPIDDIL shout the
vases of M. Genésio Guajajara and Mr. Isafas Guajajara to thal dalc.

—_

MS. NILCE DE SOUZA MAGALITAES

10.  The situation of Ms. Nilce de Souza Magalhiies, feader of the Movement of
People Allccted by Dams, had not been submitled to lhe TPDDH ptior {0 her
disappearance cither,

The Brazilian government wishes (o roiterate thal it is actively cngaged lo oblain
‘and will convey to the Special Rapporteurs additional information on the sttuation of
individuals mentioned in the joint communication Al, BRA 6/2010, mcludmg on the
Judicial proceedings to bring purpctrators {o Justice. :

Gienava, February 21%, 2016




